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prying and veiling courtesies was played out,
to the great amusement of the English sea-dogs.
Finally, when the time agreed upon was up, the
Spanish officer departed, pouring forth a stream of
high-flown compliments, which Drake, who was a
Spanish scholar, answered with the like. Waving
each other a ceremonious adieu the two leaders
were left no wiser than before.

Nombre de Dios, now strongly reinforced and
on its guard, was not an easy nut to crack. But
Panama? Panama meant a risky march inland
and a still riskier return by the regular treasure
trail. But with the help of the Maroons, who
knew the furtive byways to a foot, the thing
might yet be done. Ranse thought the game not
worth the candle and retired from the partnership,
much to Drake's delight.

A good preliminary stroke was made by raid-
ing Cartagena. Here Drake found a frigate de-
serted by its crew, who had gone ashore to see
fair play in a duel fought about a seaman's mis-
tress. The old man left in charge confessed that
a Seville ship was round the point. Drake cut
her out at once, in spite of being fired at from the
shore. Next, in came two more Spanish sail to
warn Cartagena that 'Captain Drake has been